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What are biogeochemical cycles?

• Earth system has four parts

• atmosphere

• hydrosphere

• lithosphere

• biosphere

• Biogeochemical cycles

• The chemical interactions (cycles) 
that exist between the atmosphere, 
hydrosphere, lithosphere, and 
biosphere

• Abiotic (physio-chemical) and biotic 
processes drive these cycles

Repetition
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Six nutrient elements make up 95% of the biomass mass 
on earth and form the biochemical foundation for life.

� Carbon (CO2, CH4, CO)

� Nitrogen (N2O, NO, NO2, NH3)

� Sulfur (SO2, COS, H2S, H2SO4)

� Phosphorous

� Hydrogen

� Oxygen

� Water

Biogeochemical cycles - key elements
Repetition



Modeling the EarthModeling the Earth--Climate System: Climate System: 
ComponentsComponents

Biogeochemical
Cycles

Atmospheric
  Chemistry

BiosphereHuman Activities

Climate
Processes

•Temperature
•Winds
•Clouds, Precip.

Ocean Processes
Gases, aerosols
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Biogeochemical cycles are a key element  
for understanding our past and present climate!

Biogeochemical cycles in climate research
Repetition



RepetitionBiogeochemical cycles: Common features of all key elements

• each element typically occurs in all four parts of the Earth System 
(e.g. water, carbon, nitrogen, etc.)

• each biogeochemical cycle can be described by 

• pools

• fluxes in and out of pools

• chemical or biochemical transformations



Repetition
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Flows in a Flows in a 
Generalized Generalized 

Biogeochemical Biogeochemical 
CycleCycle
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BIOGEOCHEMICAL CYCLING OF BIOGEOCHEMICAL CYCLING OF 
ELEMENTSELEMENTS

Surface
reservoirs



Repetition
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BIOGEOCHEMICAL CYCLING OF BIOGEOCHEMICAL CYCLING OF 
ELEMENTSELEMENTS

Surface
reservoirs

Introduction what is the carbon cycle?

turnover time

definition
turnover time ⌧ is the size of a reservoir A, divided by the sum of all
fluxes into (or out of) it

P
F , ⌧ = A/

P
F

if there are only fluxes out of the reservoir, ⌧ is how long it takes until the
reservoir is empty

if fluxes are balanced, ⌧ is how long it takes until 1/e-th of the original
molecules is still in the reservoir

C. Völker (AWI) Carbon Cycle IUP 08/09 16 / 31
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CO2 sources and sinks

(86%)

(14%)

(23%)

(29%)

(44%)
(4%)

(percentage for years 2009-2018)[[https://www.globalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/19/presentation.htm]]

http://%5Bhttps://www.globalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/19/presentation.htm%5D


Carbon IsotopesCarbon Isotopes
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� Relative abundance
z 12C       98.89 %            stable

z 13C         1.11 %            stable

z 14C         1 x 10-10 %      half-life=5276 years

� 12C and 13C are stable isotopes

� 14C is called radiocarbon
z Formed by cosmic radiation (14N + 1n → 14C + 1p)

z Also formed in nuclear explosions

� Photosynthesis favors lighter carbon

Carbon isotopes

• During photosynthesis, plants preferentially uptake 12C
=> the atmosphere will become enriched in 13C



Variations of 13C in different carbon pools



Variations of 13C due to fossil fuel burning



Variations of 13C since the last glacial maximum (LGM)

[Brook, The Ice Age Carbon Puzzle, Science, 2012]

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/336/6082/682


Repetition
Transport of dust and biogeochemical aerosols

(http://gmao.gsfc.nasa.gov/research/aerosol/modeling/nr1_movie/)

Animation 1. Aerosol optical thickness of black and organic carbon (green), dust (red-orange), sulfates (white), and sea salt 
(blue) from a 10 km resolution GEOS-5 "nature run" using the GOCART model. The animation shows the emission and 
transport of key tropospheric aerosols from August 17, 2006 to April 10, 2007.

http://gmao.gsfc.nasa.gov/research/aerosol/modeling/nr1_movie/


Dust in the climate system
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Dust2climate couplings over the past 800,000 years
from the EPICA Dome C ice core
F. Lambert1,2, B. Delmonte3, J. R. Petit4, M. Bigler1,5, P. R. Kaufmann1,2, M. A. Hutterli6, T. F. Stocker1,2, U. Ruth7,
J. P. Steffensen5 & V. Maggi3

Dust can affect the radiative balance of the atmosphere by absorb-
ing or reflecting incoming solar radiation1; it can also be a source
of micronutrients, such as iron, to the ocean2. It has been sug-
gested that production, transport and deposition of dust is influ-
enced by climatic changes on glacial2interglacial timescales3–6.
Here we present a high-resolution record of aeolian dust from
the EPICA Dome C ice core in East Antarctica, which provides
an undisturbed climate sequence over the past eight climatic
cycles7,8. We find that there is a significant correlation between
dust flux and temperature records during glacial periods that is
absent during interglacial periods. Our data suggest that dust flux
is increasingly correlated with Antarctic temperature as the cli-
mate becomes colder. We interpret this as progressive coupling of
the climates of Antarctic and lower latitudes. Limited changes in
glacial2interglacial atmospheric transport time4,9,10 suggest that
the sources and lifetime of dust are the main factors controlling
the high glacial dust input. We propose that the observed 25-fold
increase in glacial dust flux over all eight glacial periods can be
attributed to a strengthening of South American dust sources,
together with a longer lifetime for atmospheric dust particles in
the upper troposphere resulting from a reduced hydrological cycle
during the ice ages.

The EPICA (European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica) ice
core drilled at Dome C (hereafter EDC) in East Antarctica (75u 069 S;
123u 219 E) covers the past 800,000 yr (Fig. 1a). The dust flux record
of Vostok (Fig. 1b) is thus extended over four additional cycles
(Fig. 1c). The glacial–interglacial climate changes are well reflected
in the sequence of high and low dust concentrations with typical
values from 800 to 15 mg kg21 and a ratio of 50 to 1 over most of
the past eight climate cycles. The concentration of insoluble dust in
snow depends on a number of factors such as the primary supply of
small mineral particles from the continents, which is related to cli-
mate and environmental conditions in the source region11, the snow
accumulation rate, the long-range transport, and the cleansing of the
atmosphere associated with the hydrological cycle. The strontium
and neodymium isotopic signature of dust12 revealed that southern
South America was the dominant dust source for East Antarctica
during glacial times13, although contributions from other sources
are possible during interglacials14. Because of the low accumulation
rate at Dome C (,3 cm yr21 water equivalent), dry deposition is
dominant and the atmospheric dust load is best represented by the
dust flux15. The total dust flux and the magnitude of the glacial–
interglacial changes are remarkably uniform within the East
Antarctic Plateau, as shown by the similarity between the EDC and
the Vostok records (Fig. 1b, despite some chronological differences

and a 10-times finer resolution at EDC) over the past four climatic
cycles and also depicted by the Dome Fuji dust record16 (not shown).

At EDC, interglacials display dust fluxes similar to that of the
Holocene (,400 mg m22 yr21). However, some differences can be
seen in the record before and after the Mid-Brunhes Event (MBE,
,430 kyr BP) which is considered a transition in the climatic record7,8

from cooler (for example Marine Isotopic Stages, MIS 13, 15, 17) to
warmer (for example MIS 11, 9 and 5.5) interglacials. Before the MBE
there were fewer occurrences of low concentrations, and warm
periods represent ,12% of the time, compared with ,30% after
the MBE. All eight glacial periods appear similar in magnitude and
show an average increase in dust flux by a factor of about 25, with
glacial maxima displaying fluxes of at least 12 mg m22 yr21. The
weakest glacial stages in the EDC ice core are MIS 14 and 16. For
MIS 14 this is consistent with the findings from terrestrial and marine
records6,17,18. In contrast, MIS 16 in those records is the strongest
glacial in the Late Quaternary period.

The extension of the EDC dust record to 800 kyr BP confirms the
increased atmospheric dust load during cold periods of the
Quaternary period with respect to warm stages. The first-order
similarity of EDC dust with the global ice-volume record (Fig. 1e,
r2 5 0.6) confirms that major aeolian deflation in the Southern
Hemisphere was linked to Pleistocene glaciations. Comparison with
the magnetic susceptibility record of loess/palaeosol sequences from
the Chinese Loess Plateau (Fig. 1f) also provides evidence for broad
synchronicity of global changes in atmospheric dust load.

EDC dust has been measured using both a Coulter counter and a
laser sensor (see Methods). Laser measurements are obtained at
higher resolution along the core, but dust size is difficult to calibrate;
therefore only the relative variation of the signal is used. Overall, the
Coulter counter and laser (relative) size records (Fig. 1d) are in good
agreement. The slight discrepancies during MIS 5.5, 6 and 12 are
possibly related to the different sampling resolution, as size data from
the laser and Coulter counter represent a continuous 1.1-m average
and discrete 7-cm subsamples every 0.5–6 m, respectively. From MIS
14 (,2,900 m depth) and downwards in the ice core, the dust size
profile is not available because of the presence of particle aggregates
formed in the ice. This phenomenon, which needs further investiga-
tion, has been observed in the EDC core only in very deep glacial
sections, where ice thinning becomes very important and in situ
temperature higher than 28 uC may allow partial melting around
particles. This problem was solved through sonication of the samples,
which allowed us to obtain reliable concentration data (see
Methods). For the upper part of the record, larger (smaller) particles
are generally observed during warm (cold) periods, as reflected by the

1Climate and Environmental Physics, Physics Institute, University of Bern, Sidlerstrasse 5, 3012 Bern, Switzerland. 2Oeschger Centre for Climate Change Research, University of Bern,
3012 Bern, Switzerland. 3Environmental Sciences Department, University of Milano Bicocca, Piazza della Scienza 1, 20126 Milano, Italy. 4Laboratoire de Glaciologie et Géophysique de
l’Environment (LGGE), CNRS-University J. Fourier, BP96 38402 Saint-Martin-d’Hères cedex, France. 5Centre for Ice and Climate, Niels Bohr Institute, University of Copenhagen,
Juliane Maries Vej 30, 2100 Copenhagen OE, Denmark. 6British Antarctic Survey, High Cross, Madingley Road, Cambridge CB3 0ET, UK. 7Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and
Marine Research, Columbusstrasse, 27568 Bremerhaven, Germany.
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variability in the fine particle percentage (FPP)12, which is highest
during the two last glacial periods. The advection of dust to central
Antarctica involves the high levels of the troposphere and the small
changes in dust size may reflect changes in the altitude of transport
and thus transport time12. Higher FPP values in glacial times have
been ultimately attributed to increased isolation of Dome C during
glacials, in terms of reduced dust transport associated with greater
subsidence12 or possibly through baroclinic eddies.

Comparing dust and stable isotope (dD) profiles, there is a signifi-
cant correlation during glacial periods (Fig. 2), and up to 90% of the
dust variability can be explained by the temperature variations. In
glacial periods, most of the dD events (for example, Antarctic
Isotopic Maxima) have their counterparts in the dust data shown
by a reduction of dust concentrations. In contrast, dust and temper-
ature records are not correlated during interglacial periods (Fig. 2).
Indeed, the (logarithmic) relationship between dust flux and dD can
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Figure 1 | EDC dust data in comparison with other climatic indicators.
a, Stable isotope (dD) record from the EPICA Dome C (EDC) ice core8 back
to Marine Isotopic Stage 20 (EDC3 timescale) showing Quaternary
temperature variations in Antarctica. b, Vostok dust flux record (Coulter
counter) plotted on its original timescale11. c, EDC dust flux records. Red
and grey lines represent, respectively, Coulter counter (55-cm to 6-m
resolution) and laser-scattering data (55-cm mean). Numbers indicate

Marine Isotopic Stages. Note that the vertical extent of the scales of b and c is
larger than for the other records. d, EDC dust size data expressed as FPP (see
Methods). The orange and grey curves represent measurements by Coulter
counter (2-kyr mean) and laser (1-kyr mean), respectively. e, Marine
sediment d18O stack18, giving the pattern of global ice volume. f, Magnetic
susceptibility stack record for Chinese loess17 (normalized).
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Dust can affect the radiative balance of the atmosphere by absorb-
ing or reflecting incoming solar radiation1; it can also be a source
of micronutrients, such as iron, to the ocean2. It has been sug-
gested that production, transport and deposition of dust is influ-
enced by climatic changes on glacial2interglacial timescales3–6.
Here we present a high-resolution record of aeolian dust from
the EPICA Dome C ice core in East Antarctica, which provides
an undisturbed climate sequence over the past eight climatic
cycles7,8. We find that there is a significant correlation between
dust flux and temperature records during glacial periods that is
absent during interglacial periods. Our data suggest that dust flux
is increasingly correlated with Antarctic temperature as the cli-
mate becomes colder. We interpret this as progressive coupling of
the climates of Antarctic and lower latitudes. Limited changes in
glacial2interglacial atmospheric transport time4,9,10 suggest that
the sources and lifetime of dust are the main factors controlling
the high glacial dust input. We propose that the observed 25-fold
increase in glacial dust flux over all eight glacial periods can be
attributed to a strengthening of South American dust sources,
together with a longer lifetime for atmospheric dust particles in
the upper troposphere resulting from a reduced hydrological cycle
during the ice ages.

The EPICA (European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica) ice
core drilled at Dome C (hereafter EDC) in East Antarctica (75u 069 S;
123u 219 E) covers the past 800,000 yr (Fig. 1a). The dust flux record
of Vostok (Fig. 1b) is thus extended over four additional cycles
(Fig. 1c). The glacial–interglacial climate changes are well reflected
in the sequence of high and low dust concentrations with typical
values from 800 to 15 mg kg21 and a ratio of 50 to 1 over most of
the past eight climate cycles. The concentration of insoluble dust in
snow depends on a number of factors such as the primary supply of
small mineral particles from the continents, which is related to cli-
mate and environmental conditions in the source region11, the snow
accumulation rate, the long-range transport, and the cleansing of the
atmosphere associated with the hydrological cycle. The strontium
and neodymium isotopic signature of dust12 revealed that southern
South America was the dominant dust source for East Antarctica
during glacial times13, although contributions from other sources
are possible during interglacials14. Because of the low accumulation
rate at Dome C (,3 cm yr21 water equivalent), dry deposition is
dominant and the atmospheric dust load is best represented by the
dust flux15. The total dust flux and the magnitude of the glacial–
interglacial changes are remarkably uniform within the East
Antarctic Plateau, as shown by the similarity between the EDC and
the Vostok records (Fig. 1b, despite some chronological differences

and a 10-times finer resolution at EDC) over the past four climatic
cycles and also depicted by the Dome Fuji dust record16 (not shown).

At EDC, interglacials display dust fluxes similar to that of the
Holocene (,400 mg m22 yr21). However, some differences can be
seen in the record before and after the Mid-Brunhes Event (MBE,
,430 kyr BP) which is considered a transition in the climatic record7,8

from cooler (for example Marine Isotopic Stages, MIS 13, 15, 17) to
warmer (for example MIS 11, 9 and 5.5) interglacials. Before the MBE
there were fewer occurrences of low concentrations, and warm
periods represent ,12% of the time, compared with ,30% after
the MBE. All eight glacial periods appear similar in magnitude and
show an average increase in dust flux by a factor of about 25, with
glacial maxima displaying fluxes of at least 12 mg m22 yr21. The
weakest glacial stages in the EDC ice core are MIS 14 and 16. For
MIS 14 this is consistent with the findings from terrestrial and marine
records6,17,18. In contrast, MIS 16 in those records is the strongest
glacial in the Late Quaternary period.

The extension of the EDC dust record to 800 kyr BP confirms the
increased atmospheric dust load during cold periods of the
Quaternary period with respect to warm stages. The first-order
similarity of EDC dust with the global ice-volume record (Fig. 1e,
r2 5 0.6) confirms that major aeolian deflation in the Southern
Hemisphere was linked to Pleistocene glaciations. Comparison with
the magnetic susceptibility record of loess/palaeosol sequences from
the Chinese Loess Plateau (Fig. 1f) also provides evidence for broad
synchronicity of global changes in atmospheric dust load.

EDC dust has been measured using both a Coulter counter and a
laser sensor (see Methods). Laser measurements are obtained at
higher resolution along the core, but dust size is difficult to calibrate;
therefore only the relative variation of the signal is used. Overall, the
Coulter counter and laser (relative) size records (Fig. 1d) are in good
agreement. The slight discrepancies during MIS 5.5, 6 and 12 are
possibly related to the different sampling resolution, as size data from
the laser and Coulter counter represent a continuous 1.1-m average
and discrete 7-cm subsamples every 0.5–6 m, respectively. From MIS
14 (,2,900 m depth) and downwards in the ice core, the dust size
profile is not available because of the presence of particle aggregates
formed in the ice. This phenomenon, which needs further investiga-
tion, has been observed in the EDC core only in very deep glacial
sections, where ice thinning becomes very important and in situ
temperature higher than 28 uC may allow partial melting around
particles. This problem was solved through sonication of the samples,
which allowed us to obtain reliable concentration data (see
Methods). For the upper part of the record, larger (smaller) particles
are generally observed during warm (cold) periods, as reflected by the
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ing or reflecting incoming solar radiation1; it can also be a source
of micronutrients, such as iron, to the ocean2. It has been sug-
gested that production, transport and deposition of dust is influ-
enced by climatic changes on glacial2interglacial timescales3–6.
Here we present a high-resolution record of aeolian dust from
the EPICA Dome C ice core in East Antarctica, which provides
an undisturbed climate sequence over the past eight climatic
cycles7,8. We find that there is a significant correlation between
dust flux and temperature records during glacial periods that is
absent during interglacial periods. Our data suggest that dust flux
is increasingly correlated with Antarctic temperature as the cli-
mate becomes colder. We interpret this as progressive coupling of
the climates of Antarctic and lower latitudes. Limited changes in
glacial2interglacial atmospheric transport time4,9,10 suggest that
the sources and lifetime of dust are the main factors controlling
the high glacial dust input. We propose that the observed 25-fold
increase in glacial dust flux over all eight glacial periods can be
attributed to a strengthening of South American dust sources,
together with a longer lifetime for atmospheric dust particles in
the upper troposphere resulting from a reduced hydrological cycle
during the ice ages.

The EPICA (European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica) ice
core drilled at Dome C (hereafter EDC) in East Antarctica (75u 069 S;
123u 219 E) covers the past 800,000 yr (Fig. 1a). The dust flux record
of Vostok (Fig. 1b) is thus extended over four additional cycles
(Fig. 1c). The glacial–interglacial climate changes are well reflected
in the sequence of high and low dust concentrations with typical
values from 800 to 15 mg kg21 and a ratio of 50 to 1 over most of
the past eight climate cycles. The concentration of insoluble dust in
snow depends on a number of factors such as the primary supply of
small mineral particles from the continents, which is related to cli-
mate and environmental conditions in the source region11, the snow
accumulation rate, the long-range transport, and the cleansing of the
atmosphere associated with the hydrological cycle. The strontium
and neodymium isotopic signature of dust12 revealed that southern
South America was the dominant dust source for East Antarctica
during glacial times13, although contributions from other sources
are possible during interglacials14. Because of the low accumulation
rate at Dome C (,3 cm yr21 water equivalent), dry deposition is
dominant and the atmospheric dust load is best represented by the
dust flux15. The total dust flux and the magnitude of the glacial–
interglacial changes are remarkably uniform within the East
Antarctic Plateau, as shown by the similarity between the EDC and
the Vostok records (Fig. 1b, despite some chronological differences

and a 10-times finer resolution at EDC) over the past four climatic
cycles and also depicted by the Dome Fuji dust record16 (not shown).

At EDC, interglacials display dust fluxes similar to that of the
Holocene (,400 mg m22 yr21). However, some differences can be
seen in the record before and after the Mid-Brunhes Event (MBE,
,430 kyr BP) which is considered a transition in the climatic record7,8

from cooler (for example Marine Isotopic Stages, MIS 13, 15, 17) to
warmer (for example MIS 11, 9 and 5.5) interglacials. Before the MBE
there were fewer occurrences of low concentrations, and warm
periods represent ,12% of the time, compared with ,30% after
the MBE. All eight glacial periods appear similar in magnitude and
show an average increase in dust flux by a factor of about 25, with
glacial maxima displaying fluxes of at least 12 mg m22 yr21. The
weakest glacial stages in the EDC ice core are MIS 14 and 16. For
MIS 14 this is consistent with the findings from terrestrial and marine
records6,17,18. In contrast, MIS 16 in those records is the strongest
glacial in the Late Quaternary period.

The extension of the EDC dust record to 800 kyr BP confirms the
increased atmospheric dust load during cold periods of the
Quaternary period with respect to warm stages. The first-order
similarity of EDC dust with the global ice-volume record (Fig. 1e,
r2 5 0.6) confirms that major aeolian deflation in the Southern
Hemisphere was linked to Pleistocene glaciations. Comparison with
the magnetic susceptibility record of loess/palaeosol sequences from
the Chinese Loess Plateau (Fig. 1f) also provides evidence for broad
synchronicity of global changes in atmospheric dust load.

EDC dust has been measured using both a Coulter counter and a
laser sensor (see Methods). Laser measurements are obtained at
higher resolution along the core, but dust size is difficult to calibrate;
therefore only the relative variation of the signal is used. Overall, the
Coulter counter and laser (relative) size records (Fig. 1d) are in good
agreement. The slight discrepancies during MIS 5.5, 6 and 12 are
possibly related to the different sampling resolution, as size data from
the laser and Coulter counter represent a continuous 1.1-m average
and discrete 7-cm subsamples every 0.5–6 m, respectively. From MIS
14 (,2,900 m depth) and downwards in the ice core, the dust size
profile is not available because of the presence of particle aggregates
formed in the ice. This phenomenon, which needs further investiga-
tion, has been observed in the EDC core only in very deep glacial
sections, where ice thinning becomes very important and in situ
temperature higher than 28 uC may allow partial melting around
particles. This problem was solved through sonication of the samples,
which allowed us to obtain reliable concentration data (see
Methods). For the upper part of the record, larger (smaller) particles
are generally observed during warm (cold) periods, as reflected by the
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variability in the fine particle percentage (FPP)12, which is highest
during the two last glacial periods. The advection of dust to central
Antarctica involves the high levels of the troposphere and the small
changes in dust size may reflect changes in the altitude of transport
and thus transport time12. Higher FPP values in glacial times have
been ultimately attributed to increased isolation of Dome C during
glacials, in terms of reduced dust transport associated with greater
subsidence12 or possibly through baroclinic eddies.

Comparing dust and stable isotope (dD) profiles, there is a signifi-
cant correlation during glacial periods (Fig. 2), and up to 90% of the
dust variability can be explained by the temperature variations. In
glacial periods, most of the dD events (for example, Antarctic
Isotopic Maxima) have their counterparts in the dust data shown
by a reduction of dust concentrations. In contrast, dust and temper-
ature records are not correlated during interglacial periods (Fig. 2).
Indeed, the (logarithmic) relationship between dust flux and dD can
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Figure 1 | EDC dust data in comparison with other climatic indicators.
a, Stable isotope (dD) record from the EPICA Dome C (EDC) ice core8 back
to Marine Isotopic Stage 20 (EDC3 timescale) showing Quaternary
temperature variations in Antarctica. b, Vostok dust flux record (Coulter
counter) plotted on its original timescale11. c, EDC dust flux records. Red
and grey lines represent, respectively, Coulter counter (55-cm to 6-m
resolution) and laser-scattering data (55-cm mean). Numbers indicate

Marine Isotopic Stages. Note that the vertical extent of the scales of b and c is
larger than for the other records. d, EDC dust size data expressed as FPP (see
Methods). The orange and grey curves represent measurements by Coulter
counter (2-kyr mean) and laser (1-kyr mean), respectively. e, Marine
sediment d18O stack18, giving the pattern of global ice volume. f, Magnetic
susceptibility stack record for Chinese loess17 (normalized).
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Figure 2 | EDC correlation between dust and temperature. Linear plot of
dust flux (black) and the coefficient of determination r2 (blue) between the
high-pass filtered values (18-kyr cut-off) of both the dD and the logarithmic
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in both records and a gliding 22-kyr window. Correlations above r2 5 0.27
(dashed line) are significant at a 95% confidence level. Numbers indicate the
marine isotopic glacial stages.
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• strong correlation between dust and temperature changes



Dust depositions on glacial-interglacial time scalesLETTERS

Dust2climate couplings over the past 800,000 years
from the EPICA Dome C ice core
F. Lambert1,2, B. Delmonte3, J. R. Petit4, M. Bigler1,5, P. R. Kaufmann1,2, M. A. Hutterli6, T. F. Stocker1,2, U. Ruth7,
J. P. Steffensen5 & V. Maggi3

Dust can affect the radiative balance of the atmosphere by absorb-
ing or reflecting incoming solar radiation1; it can also be a source
of micronutrients, such as iron, to the ocean2. It has been sug-
gested that production, transport and deposition of dust is influ-
enced by climatic changes on glacial2interglacial timescales3–6.
Here we present a high-resolution record of aeolian dust from
the EPICA Dome C ice core in East Antarctica, which provides
an undisturbed climate sequence over the past eight climatic
cycles7,8. We find that there is a significant correlation between
dust flux and temperature records during glacial periods that is
absent during interglacial periods. Our data suggest that dust flux
is increasingly correlated with Antarctic temperature as the cli-
mate becomes colder. We interpret this as progressive coupling of
the climates of Antarctic and lower latitudes. Limited changes in
glacial2interglacial atmospheric transport time4,9,10 suggest that
the sources and lifetime of dust are the main factors controlling
the high glacial dust input. We propose that the observed 25-fold
increase in glacial dust flux over all eight glacial periods can be
attributed to a strengthening of South American dust sources,
together with a longer lifetime for atmospheric dust particles in
the upper troposphere resulting from a reduced hydrological cycle
during the ice ages.

The EPICA (European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica) ice
core drilled at Dome C (hereafter EDC) in East Antarctica (75u 069 S;
123u 219 E) covers the past 800,000 yr (Fig. 1a). The dust flux record
of Vostok (Fig. 1b) is thus extended over four additional cycles
(Fig. 1c). The glacial–interglacial climate changes are well reflected
in the sequence of high and low dust concentrations with typical
values from 800 to 15 mg kg21 and a ratio of 50 to 1 over most of
the past eight climate cycles. The concentration of insoluble dust in
snow depends on a number of factors such as the primary supply of
small mineral particles from the continents, which is related to cli-
mate and environmental conditions in the source region11, the snow
accumulation rate, the long-range transport, and the cleansing of the
atmosphere associated with the hydrological cycle. The strontium
and neodymium isotopic signature of dust12 revealed that southern
South America was the dominant dust source for East Antarctica
during glacial times13, although contributions from other sources
are possible during interglacials14. Because of the low accumulation
rate at Dome C (,3 cm yr21 water equivalent), dry deposition is
dominant and the atmospheric dust load is best represented by the
dust flux15. The total dust flux and the magnitude of the glacial–
interglacial changes are remarkably uniform within the East
Antarctic Plateau, as shown by the similarity between the EDC and
the Vostok records (Fig. 1b, despite some chronological differences

and a 10-times finer resolution at EDC) over the past four climatic
cycles and also depicted by the Dome Fuji dust record16 (not shown).

At EDC, interglacials display dust fluxes similar to that of the
Holocene (,400 mg m22 yr21). However, some differences can be
seen in the record before and after the Mid-Brunhes Event (MBE,
,430 kyr BP) which is considered a transition in the climatic record7,8

from cooler (for example Marine Isotopic Stages, MIS 13, 15, 17) to
warmer (for example MIS 11, 9 and 5.5) interglacials. Before the MBE
there were fewer occurrences of low concentrations, and warm
periods represent ,12% of the time, compared with ,30% after
the MBE. All eight glacial periods appear similar in magnitude and
show an average increase in dust flux by a factor of about 25, with
glacial maxima displaying fluxes of at least 12 mg m22 yr21. The
weakest glacial stages in the EDC ice core are MIS 14 and 16. For
MIS 14 this is consistent with the findings from terrestrial and marine
records6,17,18. In contrast, MIS 16 in those records is the strongest
glacial in the Late Quaternary period.

The extension of the EDC dust record to 800 kyr BP confirms the
increased atmospheric dust load during cold periods of the
Quaternary period with respect to warm stages. The first-order
similarity of EDC dust with the global ice-volume record (Fig. 1e,
r2 5 0.6) confirms that major aeolian deflation in the Southern
Hemisphere was linked to Pleistocene glaciations. Comparison with
the magnetic susceptibility record of loess/palaeosol sequences from
the Chinese Loess Plateau (Fig. 1f) also provides evidence for broad
synchronicity of global changes in atmospheric dust load.

EDC dust has been measured using both a Coulter counter and a
laser sensor (see Methods). Laser measurements are obtained at
higher resolution along the core, but dust size is difficult to calibrate;
therefore only the relative variation of the signal is used. Overall, the
Coulter counter and laser (relative) size records (Fig. 1d) are in good
agreement. The slight discrepancies during MIS 5.5, 6 and 12 are
possibly related to the different sampling resolution, as size data from
the laser and Coulter counter represent a continuous 1.1-m average
and discrete 7-cm subsamples every 0.5–6 m, respectively. From MIS
14 (,2,900 m depth) and downwards in the ice core, the dust size
profile is not available because of the presence of particle aggregates
formed in the ice. This phenomenon, which needs further investiga-
tion, has been observed in the EDC core only in very deep glacial
sections, where ice thinning becomes very important and in situ
temperature higher than 28 uC may allow partial melting around
particles. This problem was solved through sonication of the samples,
which allowed us to obtain reliable concentration data (see
Methods). For the upper part of the record, larger (smaller) particles
are generally observed during warm (cold) periods, as reflected by the
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Dust can affect the radiative balance of the atmosphere by absorb-
ing or reflecting incoming solar radiation1; it can also be a source
of micronutrients, such as iron, to the ocean2. It has been sug-
gested that production, transport and deposition of dust is influ-
enced by climatic changes on glacial2interglacial timescales3–6.
Here we present a high-resolution record of aeolian dust from
the EPICA Dome C ice core in East Antarctica, which provides
an undisturbed climate sequence over the past eight climatic
cycles7,8. We find that there is a significant correlation between
dust flux and temperature records during glacial periods that is
absent during interglacial periods. Our data suggest that dust flux
is increasingly correlated with Antarctic temperature as the cli-
mate becomes colder. We interpret this as progressive coupling of
the climates of Antarctic and lower latitudes. Limited changes in
glacial2interglacial atmospheric transport time4,9,10 suggest that
the sources and lifetime of dust are the main factors controlling
the high glacial dust input. We propose that the observed 25-fold
increase in glacial dust flux over all eight glacial periods can be
attributed to a strengthening of South American dust sources,
together with a longer lifetime for atmospheric dust particles in
the upper troposphere resulting from a reduced hydrological cycle
during the ice ages.

The EPICA (European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica) ice
core drilled at Dome C (hereafter EDC) in East Antarctica (75u 069 S;
123u 219 E) covers the past 800,000 yr (Fig. 1a). The dust flux record
of Vostok (Fig. 1b) is thus extended over four additional cycles
(Fig. 1c). The glacial–interglacial climate changes are well reflected
in the sequence of high and low dust concentrations with typical
values from 800 to 15 mg kg21 and a ratio of 50 to 1 over most of
the past eight climate cycles. The concentration of insoluble dust in
snow depends on a number of factors such as the primary supply of
small mineral particles from the continents, which is related to cli-
mate and environmental conditions in the source region11, the snow
accumulation rate, the long-range transport, and the cleansing of the
atmosphere associated with the hydrological cycle. The strontium
and neodymium isotopic signature of dust12 revealed that southern
South America was the dominant dust source for East Antarctica
during glacial times13, although contributions from other sources
are possible during interglacials14. Because of the low accumulation
rate at Dome C (,3 cm yr21 water equivalent), dry deposition is
dominant and the atmospheric dust load is best represented by the
dust flux15. The total dust flux and the magnitude of the glacial–
interglacial changes are remarkably uniform within the East
Antarctic Plateau, as shown by the similarity between the EDC and
the Vostok records (Fig. 1b, despite some chronological differences

and a 10-times finer resolution at EDC) over the past four climatic
cycles and also depicted by the Dome Fuji dust record16 (not shown).

At EDC, interglacials display dust fluxes similar to that of the
Holocene (,400 mg m22 yr21). However, some differences can be
seen in the record before and after the Mid-Brunhes Event (MBE,
,430 kyr BP) which is considered a transition in the climatic record7,8

from cooler (for example Marine Isotopic Stages, MIS 13, 15, 17) to
warmer (for example MIS 11, 9 and 5.5) interglacials. Before the MBE
there were fewer occurrences of low concentrations, and warm
periods represent ,12% of the time, compared with ,30% after
the MBE. All eight glacial periods appear similar in magnitude and
show an average increase in dust flux by a factor of about 25, with
glacial maxima displaying fluxes of at least 12 mg m22 yr21. The
weakest glacial stages in the EDC ice core are MIS 14 and 16. For
MIS 14 this is consistent with the findings from terrestrial and marine
records6,17,18. In contrast, MIS 16 in those records is the strongest
glacial in the Late Quaternary period.

The extension of the EDC dust record to 800 kyr BP confirms the
increased atmospheric dust load during cold periods of the
Quaternary period with respect to warm stages. The first-order
similarity of EDC dust with the global ice-volume record (Fig. 1e,
r2 5 0.6) confirms that major aeolian deflation in the Southern
Hemisphere was linked to Pleistocene glaciations. Comparison with
the magnetic susceptibility record of loess/palaeosol sequences from
the Chinese Loess Plateau (Fig. 1f) also provides evidence for broad
synchronicity of global changes in atmospheric dust load.

EDC dust has been measured using both a Coulter counter and a
laser sensor (see Methods). Laser measurements are obtained at
higher resolution along the core, but dust size is difficult to calibrate;
therefore only the relative variation of the signal is used. Overall, the
Coulter counter and laser (relative) size records (Fig. 1d) are in good
agreement. The slight discrepancies during MIS 5.5, 6 and 12 are
possibly related to the different sampling resolution, as size data from
the laser and Coulter counter represent a continuous 1.1-m average
and discrete 7-cm subsamples every 0.5–6 m, respectively. From MIS
14 (,2,900 m depth) and downwards in the ice core, the dust size
profile is not available because of the presence of particle aggregates
formed in the ice. This phenomenon, which needs further investiga-
tion, has been observed in the EDC core only in very deep glacial
sections, where ice thinning becomes very important and in situ
temperature higher than 28 uC may allow partial melting around
particles. This problem was solved through sonication of the samples,
which allowed us to obtain reliable concentration data (see
Methods). For the upper part of the record, larger (smaller) particles
are generally observed during warm (cold) periods, as reflected by the
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variability in the fine particle percentage (FPP)12, which is highest
during the two last glacial periods. The advection of dust to central
Antarctica involves the high levels of the troposphere and the small
changes in dust size may reflect changes in the altitude of transport
and thus transport time12. Higher FPP values in glacial times have
been ultimately attributed to increased isolation of Dome C during
glacials, in terms of reduced dust transport associated with greater
subsidence12 or possibly through baroclinic eddies.

Comparing dust and stable isotope (dD) profiles, there is a signifi-
cant correlation during glacial periods (Fig. 2), and up to 90% of the
dust variability can be explained by the temperature variations. In
glacial periods, most of the dD events (for example, Antarctic
Isotopic Maxima) have their counterparts in the dust data shown
by a reduction of dust concentrations. In contrast, dust and temper-
ature records are not correlated during interglacial periods (Fig. 2).
Indeed, the (logarithmic) relationship between dust flux and dD can
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Figure 1 | EDC dust data in comparison with other climatic indicators.
a, Stable isotope (dD) record from the EPICA Dome C (EDC) ice core8 back
to Marine Isotopic Stage 20 (EDC3 timescale) showing Quaternary
temperature variations in Antarctica. b, Vostok dust flux record (Coulter
counter) plotted on its original timescale11. c, EDC dust flux records. Red
and grey lines represent, respectively, Coulter counter (55-cm to 6-m
resolution) and laser-scattering data (55-cm mean). Numbers indicate

Marine Isotopic Stages. Note that the vertical extent of the scales of b and c is
larger than for the other records. d, EDC dust size data expressed as FPP (see
Methods). The orange and grey curves represent measurements by Coulter
counter (2-kyr mean) and laser (1-kyr mean), respectively. e, Marine
sediment d18O stack18, giving the pattern of global ice volume. f, Magnetic
susceptibility stack record for Chinese loess17 (normalized).
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Figure 2 | EDC correlation between dust and temperature. Linear plot of
dust flux (black) and the coefficient of determination r2 (blue) between the
high-pass filtered values (18-kyr cut-off) of both the dD and the logarithmic
values of dust flux. The correlation was determined using 2-kyr mean values

in both records and a gliding 22-kyr window. Correlations above r2 5 0.27
(dashed line) are significant at a 95% confidence level. Numbers indicate the
marine isotopic glacial stages.
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be well fitted by a cubic polynomial (Fig. 3). Over the record, the
geometric standard deviation from the polynomial fit represents a
factor of ,2 in concentrations independent of the climatic period.
Similarly, this relationship does not change before and after the MBE.
The crescent shape of the dust–dD relationship suggests that the dust
fluxes have a higher temperature sensitivity as the climate becomes
colder. For dD values above about –405%, Antarctic temperature
and dust flux are not correlated, whereas there is a clear correlation
for dD values below about –425%. This behaviour may represent the
expression of a progressive coupling between high- and low-latitude
climate as temperatures become colder. During extreme glacial con-
ditions the coupling appears as a direct influence of the Antarctic on
the climate of southern South America19,20. The coupling of Antarctic
and lower-latitude climate is probably coincident with the signifi-
cantly extended sea ice over the Southern Atlantic and the Southern
Ocean during glacials21 and the consequent meridional (northward)
shift of the atmospheric circulation (that is, the westerlies)19–22.

Questions remain about the main factors influencing the high dust
input into polar areas during glacial periods. So far, general circula-
tion models4,10 have reproduced a glacial dust transport and flux over
tropical and mid-latitude regions which is in good agreement with
global reconstructions3, but they have failed to simulate the 25-fold
increase observed in glacial dust input over Antarctica. This short-
coming is currently attributed to an incomplete representation of the
source strength23. In addition, most of the models suggest modest
changes in atmospheric transport4,9,10, which seems supported by the
relatively small changes in dust size in the EDC ice core, and by the
comparison of the two EPICA ice cores24. Moreover, the suggestion
that the 25-fold dust influx increase is mainly due to changes in
source strength is challenged by evidence from South Atlantic marine
records suggesting a 5- to 10-fold increase in the South American
source strength25,26 during the last glacial period.

On the basis of the new EDC data set, we suggest a new hypothesis
for the glacial–interglacial changes in transport of dust. The indica-
tion (Fig. 3) that Antarctica and the southern low latitudes experi-
enced a different coupling during the past 800 kyr is closely linked
with the dust pathway within the high troposphere and the likely

extended lifetime. With respect to the dust emitted from continents,
the dust arriving in Antarctica, with a mode around 2 mm diameter27,
represents the endmember of the distribution. The small size of dust
particles makes en route gravitational settling inefficient (very long
dry deposition lifetime), allowing mixing and spreading at high alti-
tude within the troposphere. The lifetime of the particles is primarily
constrained by wet deposition23,28 and therefore by water content and
temperature. As an example, along a pathway 4–6 km high and with a
mean temperature of about –40 uC (conditions similar to those
observed over Antarctica), a temperature reduction by 5 uC, assoc-
iated with a similar change of sea surface temperature over the
Southern Ocean29, reduces the saturation water vapour pressure to
about half. Under such premises, a two-dimensional model28

obtained an increase in dust flux to Antarctica of up to a factor of
5. Thus the roughly 25-fold increase in dust flux over the Antarctic
plateau during glacials could be explained by a progressive coupling
of the climate of Antarctic and lower latitudes with colder tempera-
tures, one influencing the other, and leading to the stronger aeolian
deflation of southern South America and to a significantly increased
dust particle lifetime along their pathway in the high-altitude tro-
posphere over the Southern Ocean. The new EDC data set thus
provides important constraints for models of the dust cycle during
glacial–interglacial cycles.

METHODS SUMMARY
Apparatus. Samples for Coulter Counter Multisizer IIe measurements were
obtained from discrete samples (7 cm long), decontaminated at LGGE through
washing in ultrapure water. We adopted the analytical procedure described in
ref. 12 (and references therein). A total of about 1,100 values have been obtained.

We obtained laser scattering data from the University of Copenhagen device
for the section between 0 and 770 m. The University of Bern device was used
between 770 and 3,200 m. Data from both devices were calibrated by Coulter
counter. Sampling resolution is about 1 cm.
Particle size distribution. Dust size is expressed as FPP. We define FPP accord-
ing to ref. 12 as the proportion of the mass of particles having diameter between 1
and 2mm with respect to the total mass of the sample, which typically includes
particles in the size range 1 to 5mm. This parameter is inversely correlated with
the modal value of the log-normal dust mass (volume) size distribution.

From a depth of 2,900 m and below, some glacial samples show distributions
with an anomalously large mode. This has been attributed to particle aggregate
formation in ice (Supplementary Fig. 1) and prompted us to discard all size
distribution data below that point until this phenomenon is better understood.
To obtain reliable dust mass, samples were submitted to ultrasonic treatment to
break the aggregates apart. Between 3,139-m and 3,190-m depth, 42 samples
with anomalous size distribution were submitted to ultrasonic treatment. For 39
of these we accepted the new dust mass measurement, with 11 samples showing a
significantly different mass value (Supplementary Table 1). Measurement on a
few chosen samples above 3,139-m depth showed normal size distribution and
concentration values. However, additional measurements are scheduled for in-
depth analysis of the aggregate problem.
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correlates with the deepest part of the sedimen-
tary basin.

The predicted ground motion is qualitatively
similar for the VEA and CyberShake simulations
(figs. S4 and S5); however, there are substantial
quantitative differences in the level and distribu-
tion of the shaking (Fig. 4). SAVELA results
show stronger shaking than CyberShake at most
sites. This is especially true for receivers in the
basin. We note that both methods are subject to
substantial uncertainties. The accuracy of the
CyberShake simulations depends strongly on the
accuracy of the assumed crustal velocity model
and its derived Green’s functions. The accuracy
of the virtual earthquake results depends strongly
both on the accuracy of the ambient-field Green’s
functions and on the accuracy of the amplitude
calibration. The Green’s functions we used for
this study (fig. S1) would be more accurate if we
had data from a longer deployment. To estimate
the variability in PGV due to the amplitude cal-
ibration described above, we measure the max-
imum difference in predicted PGV when using
the calibration from either the Hector Road or
Chino Hills earthquake to the mean of the cali-
bration used in this study. The variability that re-
sults is bounded at 10 cm/s for our simulations.
For both the virtual earthquake and CyberShake
simulations, the variation of the PGV is narrow
for stations with low PGV values (bedrock sites)
and wide for stations with high PGV values (basin
sites). The coefficient of variation is approximate-
ly constant for SAVELA (fig. S7), which indicates
that variability increases proportionallywith ground
motion amplitude.

Nonlinear effects in shallow materials are im-
portant in strong ground motion. Ground motion
simulations that have incorporated nonlinear soil
effects (29) have found a large decrease in the
predicted strong groundmotion. This could be an
important effect for the scenarios we consider
because unconsolidated sediments are likely to be
found in sedimentary basins and would be ex-
pected to behave nonlinearly during strong shaking.
We calibrated the amplitudes of the Green’s func-
tions, such that the peak amplitudes predicted
by our approach matched those of moderate-
sized earthquakes. Our approach, as well as the
CyberShake simulations, is based on an assump-
tion of linearity. To the extent that nonlinear ef-
fects are important, our predicted ground motion
amplitudes are likely to overestimate true ampli-
tudes in future large earthquakes.

We confirm the presence and the influence of
a waveguide to the west of San Gorgonio Pass
that funnels seismic waves from San Andreas
fault events into the Los Angeles Basin. This
amplification is present for all tested scenarios.
We also confirm that directivity couples with
shallow crustal structure to increase basin am-
plification (6). We find a constant coefficient of
variation, which means that shaking variability
is proportional to shaking intensity. We also find
a wider range of predicted peak amplitudes than
is found in simulations, which would increase

uncertainty in ground motion predictions and
thereby impact seismic hazard assessments. We
note, however, that there are substantial uncer-
tainties in our estimated Green’s functions and
their amplitude calibration. Moreover, station cov-
erage in the basin is sparse, and we have only
sampled a small portion of the variability expected
for a complex wavefield in the basin. Our results
support more ambitious, targeted experiments
to improve the accuracy of long-period strong
ground motion prediction for future earthquakes
in regions subject to high seismic risk.
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Dust deposition in the Southern Ocean constitutes a critical modulator of past global climate
variability, but how it has varied temporally and geographically is underdetermined. Here, we
present data sets of glacial-interglacial dust-supply cycles from the largest Southern Ocean sector,
the polar South Pacific, indicating three times higher dust deposition during glacial periods
than during interglacials for the past million years. Although the most likely dust source for the
South Pacific is Australia and New Zealand, the glacial-interglacial pattern and timing of lithogenic
sediment deposition is similar to dust records from Antarctica and the South Atlantic dominated
by Patagonian sources. These similarities imply large-scale common climate forcings, such as
latitudinal shifts of the southern westerlies and regionally enhanced glaciogenic dust mobilization
in New Zealand and Patagonia.

Mineral aerosols (dust) play a crucial role
in determining the pattern and mag-
nitude of climate variability. Dust im-

purities trapped in Antarctic ice point to ~25 times
higher glacial dust fluxes compared with inter-
glacials (1). It has been suggested that an increase

www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL 343 24 JANUARY 2014 403

REPORTS

correlates with the deepest part of the sedimen-
tary basin.

The predicted ground motion is qualitatively
similar for the VEA and CyberShake simulations
(figs. S4 and S5); however, there are substantial
quantitative differences in the level and distribu-
tion of the shaking (Fig. 4). SAVELA results
show stronger shaking than CyberShake at most
sites. This is especially true for receivers in the
basin. We note that both methods are subject to
substantial uncertainties. The accuracy of the
CyberShake simulations depends strongly on the
accuracy of the assumed crustal velocity model
and its derived Green’s functions. The accuracy
of the virtual earthquake results depends strongly
both on the accuracy of the ambient-field Green’s
functions and on the accuracy of the amplitude
calibration. The Green’s functions we used for
this study (fig. S1) would be more accurate if we
had data from a longer deployment. To estimate
the variability in PGV due to the amplitude cal-
ibration described above, we measure the max-
imum difference in predicted PGV when using
the calibration from either the Hector Road or
Chino Hills earthquake to the mean of the cali-
bration used in this study. The variability that re-
sults is bounded at 10 cm/s for our simulations.
For both the virtual earthquake and CyberShake
simulations, the variation of the PGV is narrow
for stations with low PGV values (bedrock sites)
and wide for stations with high PGV values (basin
sites). The coefficient of variation is approximate-
ly constant for SAVELA (fig. S7), which indicates
that variability increases proportionallywith ground
motion amplitude.

Nonlinear effects in shallow materials are im-
portant in strong ground motion. Ground motion
simulations that have incorporated nonlinear soil
effects (29) have found a large decrease in the
predicted strong groundmotion. This could be an
important effect for the scenarios we consider
because unconsolidated sediments are likely to be
found in sedimentary basins and would be ex-
pected to behave nonlinearly during strong shaking.
We calibrated the amplitudes of the Green’s func-
tions, such that the peak amplitudes predicted
by our approach matched those of moderate-
sized earthquakes. Our approach, as well as the
CyberShake simulations, is based on an assump-
tion of linearity. To the extent that nonlinear ef-
fects are important, our predicted ground motion
amplitudes are likely to overestimate true ampli-
tudes in future large earthquakes.

We confirm the presence and the influence of
a waveguide to the west of San Gorgonio Pass
that funnels seismic waves from San Andreas
fault events into the Los Angeles Basin. This
amplification is present for all tested scenarios.
We also confirm that directivity couples with
shallow crustal structure to increase basin am-
plification (6). We find a constant coefficient of
variation, which means that shaking variability
is proportional to shaking intensity. We also find
a wider range of predicted peak amplitudes than
is found in simulations, which would increase

uncertainty in ground motion predictions and
thereby impact seismic hazard assessments. We
note, however, that there are substantial uncer-
tainties in our estimated Green’s functions and
their amplitude calibration. Moreover, station cov-
erage in the basin is sparse, and we have only
sampled a small portion of the variability expected
for a complex wavefield in the basin. Our results
support more ambitious, targeted experiments
to improve the accuracy of long-period strong
ground motion prediction for future earthquakes
in regions subject to high seismic risk.
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Dust deposition in the Southern Ocean constitutes a critical modulator of past global climate
variability, but how it has varied temporally and geographically is underdetermined. Here, we
present data sets of glacial-interglacial dust-supply cycles from the largest Southern Ocean sector,
the polar South Pacific, indicating three times higher dust deposition during glacial periods
than during interglacials for the past million years. Although the most likely dust source for the
South Pacific is Australia and New Zealand, the glacial-interglacial pattern and timing of lithogenic
sediment deposition is similar to dust records from Antarctica and the South Atlantic dominated
by Patagonian sources. These similarities imply large-scale common climate forcings, such as
latitudinal shifts of the southern westerlies and regionally enhanced glaciogenic dust mobilization
in New Zealand and Patagonia.

Mineral aerosols (dust) play a crucial role
in determining the pattern and mag-
nitude of climate variability. Dust im-

purities trapped in Antarctic ice point to ~25 times
higher glacial dust fluxes compared with inter-
glacials (1). It has been suggested that an increase
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in the atmospheric supply of iron (Fe) by dust
during glacial periods may have stimulated ma-
rine productivity in the Southern Ocean (SO),
contributing to the reduction of atmospheric CO2

concentrations observed during ice ages (2).
Dust-induced Fe fertilization represents one key
mechanism that potentially affects past ocean-
atmosphere CO2 exchange (3–5), although the
magnitude with respect to other SO processes
such as sea-ice extent, overturning strength, and
water column stratification is still under debate
(5, 6). Antarctic ice cores allow only an indirect
qualitative inference of dust deposition over the
ocean and cannot be used to quantitatively es-
timate dust deposition in the different SO sec-
tors. Marine sediments, however, provide a direct
estimate of SO dust deposition and marine ex-
port production. To date, marine studies are pri-
marily confined to the Atlantic SO sector located
downstream of Patagonia, a strong dust source
during glacial periods. In that region, substan-
tially enhanced glacial dust fluxes and sub-
antarctic productivity have been interpreted to
control, at most, one-third to one-half of the ob-
served glacial-interglacial atmospheric CO2 dif-
ference (4, 7), consistent with similar results
based on the phasing of dust and CO2 fluc-
tuations in the Epica Dome C (EDC) ice core
(8). However, this finding is based on the as-
sumption that dust deposition and Fe fertiliza-
tion take place equally in the entire Subantarctic
Zone. Biogeochemical models with geograph-
ically variable dust fields for the SO suggest a
somewhat lower CO2 reduction (9).

Glacial dust recorded in ice cores from the
East Antarctic Plateau originates almost exclu-
sively from South America, including Patagonia
(10). Model simulations (11) have supported
this view and have suggested that dust deposi-
tion in the SO occurs mainly in the Atlantic and
western Indian SO sectors. However, a recent
simulation indicates that stronger glacial Aus-
tralian dust sources resulted in a distinct gla-
cial dust deposition field covering most of the
Pacific SO sector but only reaching marginal
areas of the Antarctic continent (12) (fig. S1).
To date, sediment data on modern and glacial
dust deposition in the Pacific SO are restricted
to proximal sites around Australia, especially
in the Tasman Sea (13) and subordinately east
of New Zealand (14). These records show a sub-
stantial increase in the deposition of terrigenous
material during the Last Glacial Maximum (LGM)
compared with the present Holocene, but proximal

marine dust records are not necessarily repre-
sentative of the pelagic Pacific SO. From the
open Pacific Ocean, a number of short sediment
records reveal enhanced lithogenic fluxes dur-
ing the LGM (15, 16). However, the contribu-
tion of dust remains inconclusive, because most
of the coring sites are located in waters poten-
tially affected by the deposition of ice-rafted
detritus (IRD) (17).

Here, we report dust flux reconstructions
over the past million years based on a suite of
sediment cores across the western and central
Pacific SO, recently collected during the Ger-
man research vessel (R/V) Polarstern expedi-
tion ANT-XXVI/2 (18) (Fig. 1 and fig. S2). On
the basis of benthic oxygen isotope stratigra-
phy and biostratigraphic age control points (19)
(fig. S3), Fe-content changes in our sediment
records reveal clear similarities to dust content
variations documented in Antarctic ice cores
and Atlantic SO sediments (fig. S4). We there-
fore aligned our high-resolution Fe content
records to the EDC dust content record (1) back to
~800 thousand years before the present (ky B.P.)
and to the Fe content record of Ocean Drilling
Program (ODP) Site 1090 (7) for the interval ex-
tending beyond the reach of Antarctic ice cores
(19). The similar pattern in the Fe and dust
contents on glacial-interglacial time scales over
the past million years in our Pacific SO sedi-
ment records (Fig. 2) extends from the Perma-
nently Open Ocean and Polar Frontal Zone in

the southern southwest Pacific Basin eastwards
to the central Subantarctic Pacific (fig. S2). This
geographic pattern largely follows the modeled
modern Australian dust plume beneath the max-
imum westerly winds (20, 21) (Fig. 1) and also
simulations of the LGM deposition pattern
(12) (fig. S1) and is consistent with a primar-
ily eolian origin of Fe supply to the Pacific
SO. Though we cannot exclude minor input of
IRD, the strong similarity between Fe content
changes and the supply of terrestrial n-alkanes
in two cores (fig. S5) strongly supports the pre-
dominant eolian origin. Moreover, IRD would
not be distributed homogenously over large dis-
tances and thus would not create the consistent
variations, as shown by our sediment records
across the western and central Pacific SO (Fig. 2).

We selected two sediment cores from the suite
of ANT-XXVI/2 cores to quantify mass accumu-
lation rates of the lithogenic fraction (MARLitho)
and paleoproductivity estimates [biogenic barium
(Baexc) and opal (19)]. Core PS75/76-2 covers the
past ~1000 ky and was recovered close to the
Subantarctic Front in the southwest Pacific. Core
PS75/59-2 reaches back to ~480 ky B.P. and is
located in the Subantarctic Zone of the central
South Pacific (Fig. 1 and fig. S2). MARLitho were
obtained by calibrating the high-resolution Fe con-
tent records with lithogenic contents calculated
from the concentration of 232Th. As with the Fe
content records, the shape and glacial-interglacial
pattern of the Pacific SOMARLitho records reveal
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Fig. 1. Map showing the modern relative contributions of the three major dust sources in the
Southern Hemisphere (blue, Australia; red, South America; green, South Africa), based onmodel
data (20). Red dots mark primary core locations; yellow dots indicate additional cores; gray dots
denote location of published reference records (1, 4, 7).
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strong similarities to the EDC ice core dust MAR
andAtlantic SOMARLitho records fromODP Site
1090 (Fig. 3). Glacial MARLitho are substantially
higher and exceed interglacial values by a factor
of ~3 to 15 (fig. S6).

However, fluxes of both biogenic and lithogenic
material in the SO may be substantially af-
fected by sediment focusing below the vigorous
Antarctic Circumpolar Current (22). To correct
vertical fluxes for the potential influence of lat-
eral sediment redistribution (focusing), we ap-
plied the 230Th normalization method [limited
to the past ~300 ky B.P. (19)]. Glacial 230Thnorm
MARLitho tend to be considerably lower than

the non-normalized values (Fig. 3, B and C).
For each site, the 230Th-normalized MARlitho

show internally consistent variability across the
past three glacial-interglacial cycles, indicating
a ~threefold increase in lithogenic fluxes during
glacials (Fig. 3E and fig. S6), comparable to
glacial increases at low latitudes (23). The
absolute 230Thnorm MARLitho values decrease
from west (156°W) to east (125°W) (table S1).
The downwind decrease of 230Thnorm MARLitho,
recorded in our cores, is consistent with a pri-
marily eolian source of the lithogenic material,
originating from Australia, as also shown in dust
simulations (12, 20). However, our interglacial

230Thnorm MARLitho are somewhat higher than
lithogenic particle fluxes from sediment traps
and water samples in the southwest Pacific SO
(24, 25) and model-based estimates for our core
sites (12, 20). In contrast, higher Holocene Aus-
tralian dust fluxes have been derived from New
Zealand peat bogs (26) (table S1).

Our 230ThnormMARLitho and
230Thnorm n-alkane

MAR records (Fig. 3, E and F) document a
~threefold increase of dust supply to the Pa-
cific SO during glacials (Fig. 3E and fig. S6),
consistent with two previous 230Thnorm MARLitho

records from the central Subantarctic Pacific
SO (16) (Fig. 3E) and a compilation of other
Pacific dust deposition records (27). Taken to-
gether, these sediment data suggest a consid-
erable enhancement of glacial dust input to the
Pacific SO. Though absolute Pacific glacial dust
fluxes are ~50% lower than in the Atlantic SO,
the relative glacial-interglacial increase is almost
as large. Considering the large geographic ex-
tension of the Pacific SO, this threefold increase
in Pacific SO dust fluxes requires a substantial
enhancement of the Australian dust source, con-
siderable changes in atmospheric circulation,
or an additional dust source not active during
interglacials.

Modeling of the contribution of the differ-
ent Southern Hemisphere dust sources to mod-
ern dust deposition in the SO shows that more
than 80% of modern dust deposition in the
western and central Pacific SO originates from
Australia (12, 20) (Fig. 1). The large-scale dis-
tribution of Southern Hemisphere dust is pri-
marily achieved through transport within the
westerly wind belt. The uptake of dust and trans-
port and distribution through the westerly wind
belt into the SO primarily occurs in austral win-
ter and spring (21), when the westerlies extend
further north. In contrast to dust originating
from Patagonia, Australian dust plumes are tran-
sported in the free troposphere and can thus be
distributed over very large distances (20). Al-
though there is presently no consensus about
glacial changes of the westerlies in climate mod-
els (28), most paleodata-based reconstructions
imply a strengthening and/or equatorward shift
of the wind belt (27). Together with more ex-
panded arid dust source areas in Australia (29)
and increases in gustiness in the source regions
(30), a northward extent and/or enhancement
of the westerlies over southeast Australia dur-
ing glacials would plausibly increase the dust
uptake and export into the Pacific SO. Further,
it is conceivable that New Zealand acted as an
additional dust source. The westerlies, enhanced
by strong katabatic winds in the lee of the gla-
ciated New Zealand Alps (31), could have trans-
ported glacial outwash material out into the
Pacific SO, a similar mechanism to that pro-
posed for Patagonian dust sources (32). Distin-
guishing between an enhanced Australian dust
source and the emergence of New Zealand as a
glaciogenic dust source will require additional
geochemical information about the provenance

Fig. 2. Iron content fluctuations across thePacific andAtlantic SO (7) compared todust content
changes in the EDC ice core (1).
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LGM dust cycle: fertilisation of the marine biosphere

The Iron Hypothesis

John Martin

Figure 1. In the 
equatorial Pacific Ocean 
and Gulf of Alaska, 
phytoplankton 
populations are 
relatively low (purple 
shaded areas on map), 
despite adequate 
sunlight and nutrients. 
John Martin set out to 
prove that a lack of 
dissolved iron in the 
water in these areas 
keeps populations of 
marine algae lower than 
normal.

(http://www.palomar.edu/oceanography/iron.htm)

• Dust contains iron which is a  key micro-nutrient in the Southern Ocean

http://www.palomar.edu/oceanography/iron.htm
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Figure 1. In the 
equatorial Pacific Ocean 
and Gulf of Alaska, 
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populations are 
relatively low (purple 
shaded areas on map), 
despite adequate 
sunlight and nutrients. 
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dissolved iron in the 
water in these areas 
keeps populations of 
marine algae lower than 
normal.
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Since 1993, these 12 
small-scale open 
ocean experiments 
(red dots) have 
shown that iron 
additions do indeed 
result in 
phytoplankton 
blooms, thereby 
drawing carbon 
dioxide out of the 
atmosphere and into 
the ocean

http://www.palomar.edu/oceanography/iron.htm


LGM dust cycle: fertilisation of the marine biosphere

modelled: 
• ocean circulation 
• SSTs 
• sea ice 
• dust deposition

   /    LGM simulation with PISCES-OPA model 
 (Export, LGM-present, gC m-2 yr-1)

LGM decrease

LGM increase

ambiguous

Data

no change

Data Compilation 
(proxies : C-org, CaCO3, Ba, assemblages…) 

(Quelle: Bopp et al.., 2003)

Ocean Carbon Cycle: LGM-Modern Changes in Export Production



LGM dust cycle: fertilisation of the marine biosphere

(Quelle: Bopp et al.., 2003)

Ocean Carbon Cycle: Sensitivity Studies for different LGM conditions

•  Hypothesis of Martin (1988) : Iron Fertilisation of the Glacial Ocean

years of simulation

Δ
pC

O
2 
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)

• increased LGM iron deposition:
   -15 ppm

simulated LGM dust fluxes 
of Mahowald et al. (1999)

• mechanisms
 - export of organic material
 - export of CaCO3 
   (change of alkalinity) 

• sensitivity
   no dust deposition: +3 ppm
   iron saturation: -39 ppm

iron saturation

no dust

modern dust
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Present-day radiative forcing

(IPCC, AR5, 2013)



The radiative effect of mineral dust

(IPCC, AR5, 2013)



Changes of the LGM radiative budget by dust

 LGM temperature changes by dust radiative forcing [K]

cooling warming

• largest radiative cooling effect near the source regions  
(between 45°S und 45°N)

• no linear relation between  
radiative effect and temperature changes

• feedback processes of radiative changes to the dust 
cycle (emission/transport/deposition) are relatively 
small

Zonal changes of radiative forcing and temperature:

( *change of albedo by dust deposition has been neglected)

 Claquin et al.  
[2003] 

ECHAM5-HAM 

 
TOA forcing 

[W/m2]
TOA forcing 

[W/m2]
Δ Tsurf [K] 

(by dust)

Δ Tsurf [K] 
(CO2, albedo*, ice)

Global -1 -1.4 -0.6 -4.3

90°N-45°N -0.3 -0.6 -1.1 -14.6

45°N-45°S -1.6 -1.8 -0.5 -1.7

45°S-90°S +0.2 -0.8 -0.4 -6.3

optical properties of mineral aerosols:
• only aerosol particles between  
0.3 - 4 µm have been considered

• uniform mineralogy: 
98% clay, 2% hematite, intern mixing

• refractive indices based on Sokolik und Toon (1999)
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LGM climate of North America and Europe
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LGM climate of Asia

[f
ro

m
: R

ud
di

m
an

, 2
00

8]

remember  
LGM lecture!



Simulation of glacial vegetation changes

LGM mean effective vegetation cover

0% vegetation 100% vegetation

0% vegetation

modern mean effective vegetation cover

100% vegetation

changes in glacial vegetation cover:
• major decrease in vegetation cover in 

central and northern Asia, South America 
and lesser changes in Australia

• (almost) no change of vegetation cover in 
present-day desert regions, e.g. Sahara



Simulation of glacial dust emissions

LGM mean dust emission [g/m2/yr]

• Sahara: increased dust emissions by 
increased number and intensity of dust storms

• Asia: increased dust emissions by increase of 
(potential) source areas

• seasonal changes of LGM dust emissions are 
mainly related to changes in vegetation cover

changes of glacial dust emissions:
• global emission increase of factor ~2-3
• glacial increase is not uniform, but varies 

for the different source regions
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Figure 1. Global maps showing the dust emission, burden and deposition for PI (a, d, g) and LGM climate conditions (b, e, 790 

h). Additionally, zonally-averaged graphs are shown for all quantities (c, f, i). 
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Modern and LGM dust deposition fluxes

simulation: ECHAM-6.3-HAM2.3 (modern and LGM, respectively)  
reconstructions: DIRTMAP Datenbank

(DIRTMAP: Dust Indicator and Records of Terrestrial and Marine Paleoenvironments)
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Modern and LGM dust deposition fluxes

simulation: ECHAM-6.3-HAM2.3 (modern and LGM, respectively)  
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Figure 3. Comparisons between the simulated total dust deposition and observational data (points, Kohfeld and Harrison 

(2001)) in g m-2 yr-1 from several regions in the Southern Hemisphere as well as the according scatter plots, for PI (a, b) and 

LGM (c, d). Figure (e) and (f) show the according simulated and measured dust deposition ratio LGM/PI. Note the different 

value range in (a) and (c). 
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Dust depositions on glacial-interglacial time scalesLETTERS

Dust2climate couplings over the past 800,000 years
from the EPICA Dome C ice core
F. Lambert1,2, B. Delmonte3, J. R. Petit4, M. Bigler1,5, P. R. Kaufmann1,2, M. A. Hutterli6, T. F. Stocker1,2, U. Ruth7,
J. P. Steffensen5 & V. Maggi3

Dust can affect the radiative balance of the atmosphere by absorb-
ing or reflecting incoming solar radiation1; it can also be a source
of micronutrients, such as iron, to the ocean2. It has been sug-
gested that production, transport and deposition of dust is influ-
enced by climatic changes on glacial2interglacial timescales3–6.
Here we present a high-resolution record of aeolian dust from
the EPICA Dome C ice core in East Antarctica, which provides
an undisturbed climate sequence over the past eight climatic
cycles7,8. We find that there is a significant correlation between
dust flux and temperature records during glacial periods that is
absent during interglacial periods. Our data suggest that dust flux
is increasingly correlated with Antarctic temperature as the cli-
mate becomes colder. We interpret this as progressive coupling of
the climates of Antarctic and lower latitudes. Limited changes in
glacial2interglacial atmospheric transport time4,9,10 suggest that
the sources and lifetime of dust are the main factors controlling
the high glacial dust input. We propose that the observed 25-fold
increase in glacial dust flux over all eight glacial periods can be
attributed to a strengthening of South American dust sources,
together with a longer lifetime for atmospheric dust particles in
the upper troposphere resulting from a reduced hydrological cycle
during the ice ages.

The EPICA (European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica) ice
core drilled at Dome C (hereafter EDC) in East Antarctica (75u 069 S;
123u 219 E) covers the past 800,000 yr (Fig. 1a). The dust flux record
of Vostok (Fig. 1b) is thus extended over four additional cycles
(Fig. 1c). The glacial–interglacial climate changes are well reflected
in the sequence of high and low dust concentrations with typical
values from 800 to 15 mg kg21 and a ratio of 50 to 1 over most of
the past eight climate cycles. The concentration of insoluble dust in
snow depends on a number of factors such as the primary supply of
small mineral particles from the continents, which is related to cli-
mate and environmental conditions in the source region11, the snow
accumulation rate, the long-range transport, and the cleansing of the
atmosphere associated with the hydrological cycle. The strontium
and neodymium isotopic signature of dust12 revealed that southern
South America was the dominant dust source for East Antarctica
during glacial times13, although contributions from other sources
are possible during interglacials14. Because of the low accumulation
rate at Dome C (,3 cm yr21 water equivalent), dry deposition is
dominant and the atmospheric dust load is best represented by the
dust flux15. The total dust flux and the magnitude of the glacial–
interglacial changes are remarkably uniform within the East
Antarctic Plateau, as shown by the similarity between the EDC and
the Vostok records (Fig. 1b, despite some chronological differences

and a 10-times finer resolution at EDC) over the past four climatic
cycles and also depicted by the Dome Fuji dust record16 (not shown).

At EDC, interglacials display dust fluxes similar to that of the
Holocene (,400 mg m22 yr21). However, some differences can be
seen in the record before and after the Mid-Brunhes Event (MBE,
,430 kyr BP) which is considered a transition in the climatic record7,8

from cooler (for example Marine Isotopic Stages, MIS 13, 15, 17) to
warmer (for example MIS 11, 9 and 5.5) interglacials. Before the MBE
there were fewer occurrences of low concentrations, and warm
periods represent ,12% of the time, compared with ,30% after
the MBE. All eight glacial periods appear similar in magnitude and
show an average increase in dust flux by a factor of about 25, with
glacial maxima displaying fluxes of at least 12 mg m22 yr21. The
weakest glacial stages in the EDC ice core are MIS 14 and 16. For
MIS 14 this is consistent with the findings from terrestrial and marine
records6,17,18. In contrast, MIS 16 in those records is the strongest
glacial in the Late Quaternary period.

The extension of the EDC dust record to 800 kyr BP confirms the
increased atmospheric dust load during cold periods of the
Quaternary period with respect to warm stages. The first-order
similarity of EDC dust with the global ice-volume record (Fig. 1e,
r2 5 0.6) confirms that major aeolian deflation in the Southern
Hemisphere was linked to Pleistocene glaciations. Comparison with
the magnetic susceptibility record of loess/palaeosol sequences from
the Chinese Loess Plateau (Fig. 1f) also provides evidence for broad
synchronicity of global changes in atmospheric dust load.

EDC dust has been measured using both a Coulter counter and a
laser sensor (see Methods). Laser measurements are obtained at
higher resolution along the core, but dust size is difficult to calibrate;
therefore only the relative variation of the signal is used. Overall, the
Coulter counter and laser (relative) size records (Fig. 1d) are in good
agreement. The slight discrepancies during MIS 5.5, 6 and 12 are
possibly related to the different sampling resolution, as size data from
the laser and Coulter counter represent a continuous 1.1-m average
and discrete 7-cm subsamples every 0.5–6 m, respectively. From MIS
14 (,2,900 m depth) and downwards in the ice core, the dust size
profile is not available because of the presence of particle aggregates
formed in the ice. This phenomenon, which needs further investiga-
tion, has been observed in the EDC core only in very deep glacial
sections, where ice thinning becomes very important and in situ
temperature higher than 28 uC may allow partial melting around
particles. This problem was solved through sonication of the samples,
which allowed us to obtain reliable concentration data (see
Methods). For the upper part of the record, larger (smaller) particles
are generally observed during warm (cold) periods, as reflected by the

1Climate and Environmental Physics, Physics Institute, University of Bern, Sidlerstrasse 5, 3012 Bern, Switzerland. 2Oeschger Centre for Climate Change Research, University of Bern,
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Dust can affect the radiative balance of the atmosphere by absorb-
ing or reflecting incoming solar radiation1; it can also be a source
of micronutrients, such as iron, to the ocean2. It has been sug-
gested that production, transport and deposition of dust is influ-
enced by climatic changes on glacial2interglacial timescales3–6.
Here we present a high-resolution record of aeolian dust from
the EPICA Dome C ice core in East Antarctica, which provides
an undisturbed climate sequence over the past eight climatic
cycles7,8. We find that there is a significant correlation between
dust flux and temperature records during glacial periods that is
absent during interglacial periods. Our data suggest that dust flux
is increasingly correlated with Antarctic temperature as the cli-
mate becomes colder. We interpret this as progressive coupling of
the climates of Antarctic and lower latitudes. Limited changes in
glacial2interglacial atmospheric transport time4,9,10 suggest that
the sources and lifetime of dust are the main factors controlling
the high glacial dust input. We propose that the observed 25-fold
increase in glacial dust flux over all eight glacial periods can be
attributed to a strengthening of South American dust sources,
together with a longer lifetime for atmospheric dust particles in
the upper troposphere resulting from a reduced hydrological cycle
during the ice ages.

The EPICA (European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica) ice
core drilled at Dome C (hereafter EDC) in East Antarctica (75u 069 S;
123u 219 E) covers the past 800,000 yr (Fig. 1a). The dust flux record
of Vostok (Fig. 1b) is thus extended over four additional cycles
(Fig. 1c). The glacial–interglacial climate changes are well reflected
in the sequence of high and low dust concentrations with typical
values from 800 to 15 mg kg21 and a ratio of 50 to 1 over most of
the past eight climate cycles. The concentration of insoluble dust in
snow depends on a number of factors such as the primary supply of
small mineral particles from the continents, which is related to cli-
mate and environmental conditions in the source region11, the snow
accumulation rate, the long-range transport, and the cleansing of the
atmosphere associated with the hydrological cycle. The strontium
and neodymium isotopic signature of dust12 revealed that southern
South America was the dominant dust source for East Antarctica
during glacial times13, although contributions from other sources
are possible during interglacials14. Because of the low accumulation
rate at Dome C (,3 cm yr21 water equivalent), dry deposition is
dominant and the atmospheric dust load is best represented by the
dust flux15. The total dust flux and the magnitude of the glacial–
interglacial changes are remarkably uniform within the East
Antarctic Plateau, as shown by the similarity between the EDC and
the Vostok records (Fig. 1b, despite some chronological differences

and a 10-times finer resolution at EDC) over the past four climatic
cycles and also depicted by the Dome Fuji dust record16 (not shown).

At EDC, interglacials display dust fluxes similar to that of the
Holocene (,400 mg m22 yr21). However, some differences can be
seen in the record before and after the Mid-Brunhes Event (MBE,
,430 kyr BP) which is considered a transition in the climatic record7,8

from cooler (for example Marine Isotopic Stages, MIS 13, 15, 17) to
warmer (for example MIS 11, 9 and 5.5) interglacials. Before the MBE
there were fewer occurrences of low concentrations, and warm
periods represent ,12% of the time, compared with ,30% after
the MBE. All eight glacial periods appear similar in magnitude and
show an average increase in dust flux by a factor of about 25, with
glacial maxima displaying fluxes of at least 12 mg m22 yr21. The
weakest glacial stages in the EDC ice core are MIS 14 and 16. For
MIS 14 this is consistent with the findings from terrestrial and marine
records6,17,18. In contrast, MIS 16 in those records is the strongest
glacial in the Late Quaternary period.

The extension of the EDC dust record to 800 kyr BP confirms the
increased atmospheric dust load during cold periods of the
Quaternary period with respect to warm stages. The first-order
similarity of EDC dust with the global ice-volume record (Fig. 1e,
r2 5 0.6) confirms that major aeolian deflation in the Southern
Hemisphere was linked to Pleistocene glaciations. Comparison with
the magnetic susceptibility record of loess/palaeosol sequences from
the Chinese Loess Plateau (Fig. 1f) also provides evidence for broad
synchronicity of global changes in atmospheric dust load.

EDC dust has been measured using both a Coulter counter and a
laser sensor (see Methods). Laser measurements are obtained at
higher resolution along the core, but dust size is difficult to calibrate;
therefore only the relative variation of the signal is used. Overall, the
Coulter counter and laser (relative) size records (Fig. 1d) are in good
agreement. The slight discrepancies during MIS 5.5, 6 and 12 are
possibly related to the different sampling resolution, as size data from
the laser and Coulter counter represent a continuous 1.1-m average
and discrete 7-cm subsamples every 0.5–6 m, respectively. From MIS
14 (,2,900 m depth) and downwards in the ice core, the dust size
profile is not available because of the presence of particle aggregates
formed in the ice. This phenomenon, which needs further investiga-
tion, has been observed in the EDC core only in very deep glacial
sections, where ice thinning becomes very important and in situ
temperature higher than 28 uC may allow partial melting around
particles. This problem was solved through sonication of the samples,
which allowed us to obtain reliable concentration data (see
Methods). For the upper part of the record, larger (smaller) particles
are generally observed during warm (cold) periods, as reflected by the
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variability in the fine particle percentage (FPP)12, which is highest
during the two last glacial periods. The advection of dust to central
Antarctica involves the high levels of the troposphere and the small
changes in dust size may reflect changes in the altitude of transport
and thus transport time12. Higher FPP values in glacial times have
been ultimately attributed to increased isolation of Dome C during
glacials, in terms of reduced dust transport associated with greater
subsidence12 or possibly through baroclinic eddies.

Comparing dust and stable isotope (dD) profiles, there is a signifi-
cant correlation during glacial periods (Fig. 2), and up to 90% of the
dust variability can be explained by the temperature variations. In
glacial periods, most of the dD events (for example, Antarctic
Isotopic Maxima) have their counterparts in the dust data shown
by a reduction of dust concentrations. In contrast, dust and temper-
ature records are not correlated during interglacial periods (Fig. 2).
Indeed, the (logarithmic) relationship between dust flux and dD can
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Figure 1 | EDC dust data in comparison with other climatic indicators.
a, Stable isotope (dD) record from the EPICA Dome C (EDC) ice core8 back
to Marine Isotopic Stage 20 (EDC3 timescale) showing Quaternary
temperature variations in Antarctica. b, Vostok dust flux record (Coulter
counter) plotted on its original timescale11. c, EDC dust flux records. Red
and grey lines represent, respectively, Coulter counter (55-cm to 6-m
resolution) and laser-scattering data (55-cm mean). Numbers indicate

Marine Isotopic Stages. Note that the vertical extent of the scales of b and c is
larger than for the other records. d, EDC dust size data expressed as FPP (see
Methods). The orange and grey curves represent measurements by Coulter
counter (2-kyr mean) and laser (1-kyr mean), respectively. e, Marine
sediment d18O stack18, giving the pattern of global ice volume. f, Magnetic
susceptibility stack record for Chinese loess17 (normalized).
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Figure 2 | EDC correlation between dust and temperature. Linear plot of
dust flux (black) and the coefficient of determination r2 (blue) between the
high-pass filtered values (18-kyr cut-off) of both the dD and the logarithmic
values of dust flux. The correlation was determined using 2-kyr mean values

in both records and a gliding 22-kyr window. Correlations above r2 5 0.27
(dashed line) are significant at a 95% confidence level. Numbers indicate the
marine isotopic glacial stages.
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Dust2climate couplings over the past 800,000 years
from the EPICA Dome C ice core
F. Lambert1,2, B. Delmonte3, J. R. Petit4, M. Bigler1,5, P. R. Kaufmann1,2, M. A. Hutterli6, T. F. Stocker1,2, U. Ruth7,
J. P. Steffensen5 & V. Maggi3

Dust can affect the radiative balance of the atmosphere by absorb-
ing or reflecting incoming solar radiation1; it can also be a source
of micronutrients, such as iron, to the ocean2. It has been sug-
gested that production, transport and deposition of dust is influ-
enced by climatic changes on glacial2interglacial timescales3–6.
Here we present a high-resolution record of aeolian dust from
the EPICA Dome C ice core in East Antarctica, which provides
an undisturbed climate sequence over the past eight climatic
cycles7,8. We find that there is a significant correlation between
dust flux and temperature records during glacial periods that is
absent during interglacial periods. Our data suggest that dust flux
is increasingly correlated with Antarctic temperature as the cli-
mate becomes colder. We interpret this as progressive coupling of
the climates of Antarctic and lower latitudes. Limited changes in
glacial2interglacial atmospheric transport time4,9,10 suggest that
the sources and lifetime of dust are the main factors controlling
the high glacial dust input. We propose that the observed 25-fold
increase in glacial dust flux over all eight glacial periods can be
attributed to a strengthening of South American dust sources,
together with a longer lifetime for atmospheric dust particles in
the upper troposphere resulting from a reduced hydrological cycle
during the ice ages.

The EPICA (European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica) ice
core drilled at Dome C (hereafter EDC) in East Antarctica (75u 069 S;
123u 219 E) covers the past 800,000 yr (Fig. 1a). The dust flux record
of Vostok (Fig. 1b) is thus extended over four additional cycles
(Fig. 1c). The glacial–interglacial climate changes are well reflected
in the sequence of high and low dust concentrations with typical
values from 800 to 15 mg kg21 and a ratio of 50 to 1 over most of
the past eight climate cycles. The concentration of insoluble dust in
snow depends on a number of factors such as the primary supply of
small mineral particles from the continents, which is related to cli-
mate and environmental conditions in the source region11, the snow
accumulation rate, the long-range transport, and the cleansing of the
atmosphere associated with the hydrological cycle. The strontium
and neodymium isotopic signature of dust12 revealed that southern
South America was the dominant dust source for East Antarctica
during glacial times13, although contributions from other sources
are possible during interglacials14. Because of the low accumulation
rate at Dome C (,3 cm yr21 water equivalent), dry deposition is
dominant and the atmospheric dust load is best represented by the
dust flux15. The total dust flux and the magnitude of the glacial–
interglacial changes are remarkably uniform within the East
Antarctic Plateau, as shown by the similarity between the EDC and
the Vostok records (Fig. 1b, despite some chronological differences

and a 10-times finer resolution at EDC) over the past four climatic
cycles and also depicted by the Dome Fuji dust record16 (not shown).

At EDC, interglacials display dust fluxes similar to that of the
Holocene (,400 mg m22 yr21). However, some differences can be
seen in the record before and after the Mid-Brunhes Event (MBE,
,430 kyr BP) which is considered a transition in the climatic record7,8

from cooler (for example Marine Isotopic Stages, MIS 13, 15, 17) to
warmer (for example MIS 11, 9 and 5.5) interglacials. Before the MBE
there were fewer occurrences of low concentrations, and warm
periods represent ,12% of the time, compared with ,30% after
the MBE. All eight glacial periods appear similar in magnitude and
show an average increase in dust flux by a factor of about 25, with
glacial maxima displaying fluxes of at least 12 mg m22 yr21. The
weakest glacial stages in the EDC ice core are MIS 14 and 16. For
MIS 14 this is consistent with the findings from terrestrial and marine
records6,17,18. In contrast, MIS 16 in those records is the strongest
glacial in the Late Quaternary period.

The extension of the EDC dust record to 800 kyr BP confirms the
increased atmospheric dust load during cold periods of the
Quaternary period with respect to warm stages. The first-order
similarity of EDC dust with the global ice-volume record (Fig. 1e,
r2 5 0.6) confirms that major aeolian deflation in the Southern
Hemisphere was linked to Pleistocene glaciations. Comparison with
the magnetic susceptibility record of loess/palaeosol sequences from
the Chinese Loess Plateau (Fig. 1f) also provides evidence for broad
synchronicity of global changes in atmospheric dust load.

EDC dust has been measured using both a Coulter counter and a
laser sensor (see Methods). Laser measurements are obtained at
higher resolution along the core, but dust size is difficult to calibrate;
therefore only the relative variation of the signal is used. Overall, the
Coulter counter and laser (relative) size records (Fig. 1d) are in good
agreement. The slight discrepancies during MIS 5.5, 6 and 12 are
possibly related to the different sampling resolution, as size data from
the laser and Coulter counter represent a continuous 1.1-m average
and discrete 7-cm subsamples every 0.5–6 m, respectively. From MIS
14 (,2,900 m depth) and downwards in the ice core, the dust size
profile is not available because of the presence of particle aggregates
formed in the ice. This phenomenon, which needs further investiga-
tion, has been observed in the EDC core only in very deep glacial
sections, where ice thinning becomes very important and in situ
temperature higher than 28 uC may allow partial melting around
particles. This problem was solved through sonication of the samples,
which allowed us to obtain reliable concentration data (see
Methods). For the upper part of the record, larger (smaller) particles
are generally observed during warm (cold) periods, as reflected by the
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Dust can affect the radiative balance of the atmosphere by absorb-
ing or reflecting incoming solar radiation1; it can also be a source
of micronutrients, such as iron, to the ocean2. It has been sug-
gested that production, transport and deposition of dust is influ-
enced by climatic changes on glacial2interglacial timescales3–6.
Here we present a high-resolution record of aeolian dust from
the EPICA Dome C ice core in East Antarctica, which provides
an undisturbed climate sequence over the past eight climatic
cycles7,8. We find that there is a significant correlation between
dust flux and temperature records during glacial periods that is
absent during interglacial periods. Our data suggest that dust flux
is increasingly correlated with Antarctic temperature as the cli-
mate becomes colder. We interpret this as progressive coupling of
the climates of Antarctic and lower latitudes. Limited changes in
glacial2interglacial atmospheric transport time4,9,10 suggest that
the sources and lifetime of dust are the main factors controlling
the high glacial dust input. We propose that the observed 25-fold
increase in glacial dust flux over all eight glacial periods can be
attributed to a strengthening of South American dust sources,
together with a longer lifetime for atmospheric dust particles in
the upper troposphere resulting from a reduced hydrological cycle
during the ice ages.

The EPICA (European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica) ice
core drilled at Dome C (hereafter EDC) in East Antarctica (75u 069 S;
123u 219 E) covers the past 800,000 yr (Fig. 1a). The dust flux record
of Vostok (Fig. 1b) is thus extended over four additional cycles
(Fig. 1c). The glacial–interglacial climate changes are well reflected
in the sequence of high and low dust concentrations with typical
values from 800 to 15 mg kg21 and a ratio of 50 to 1 over most of
the past eight climate cycles. The concentration of insoluble dust in
snow depends on a number of factors such as the primary supply of
small mineral particles from the continents, which is related to cli-
mate and environmental conditions in the source region11, the snow
accumulation rate, the long-range transport, and the cleansing of the
atmosphere associated with the hydrological cycle. The strontium
and neodymium isotopic signature of dust12 revealed that southern
South America was the dominant dust source for East Antarctica
during glacial times13, although contributions from other sources
are possible during interglacials14. Because of the low accumulation
rate at Dome C (,3 cm yr21 water equivalent), dry deposition is
dominant and the atmospheric dust load is best represented by the
dust flux15. The total dust flux and the magnitude of the glacial–
interglacial changes are remarkably uniform within the East
Antarctic Plateau, as shown by the similarity between the EDC and
the Vostok records (Fig. 1b, despite some chronological differences

and a 10-times finer resolution at EDC) over the past four climatic
cycles and also depicted by the Dome Fuji dust record16 (not shown).

At EDC, interglacials display dust fluxes similar to that of the
Holocene (,400 mg m22 yr21). However, some differences can be
seen in the record before and after the Mid-Brunhes Event (MBE,
,430 kyr BP) which is considered a transition in the climatic record7,8

from cooler (for example Marine Isotopic Stages, MIS 13, 15, 17) to
warmer (for example MIS 11, 9 and 5.5) interglacials. Before the MBE
there were fewer occurrences of low concentrations, and warm
periods represent ,12% of the time, compared with ,30% after
the MBE. All eight glacial periods appear similar in magnitude and
show an average increase in dust flux by a factor of about 25, with
glacial maxima displaying fluxes of at least 12 mg m22 yr21. The
weakest glacial stages in the EDC ice core are MIS 14 and 16. For
MIS 14 this is consistent with the findings from terrestrial and marine
records6,17,18. In contrast, MIS 16 in those records is the strongest
glacial in the Late Quaternary period.

The extension of the EDC dust record to 800 kyr BP confirms the
increased atmospheric dust load during cold periods of the
Quaternary period with respect to warm stages. The first-order
similarity of EDC dust with the global ice-volume record (Fig. 1e,
r2 5 0.6) confirms that major aeolian deflation in the Southern
Hemisphere was linked to Pleistocene glaciations. Comparison with
the magnetic susceptibility record of loess/palaeosol sequences from
the Chinese Loess Plateau (Fig. 1f) also provides evidence for broad
synchronicity of global changes in atmospheric dust load.

EDC dust has been measured using both a Coulter counter and a
laser sensor (see Methods). Laser measurements are obtained at
higher resolution along the core, but dust size is difficult to calibrate;
therefore only the relative variation of the signal is used. Overall, the
Coulter counter and laser (relative) size records (Fig. 1d) are in good
agreement. The slight discrepancies during MIS 5.5, 6 and 12 are
possibly related to the different sampling resolution, as size data from
the laser and Coulter counter represent a continuous 1.1-m average
and discrete 7-cm subsamples every 0.5–6 m, respectively. From MIS
14 (,2,900 m depth) and downwards in the ice core, the dust size
profile is not available because of the presence of particle aggregates
formed in the ice. This phenomenon, which needs further investiga-
tion, has been observed in the EDC core only in very deep glacial
sections, where ice thinning becomes very important and in situ
temperature higher than 28 uC may allow partial melting around
particles. This problem was solved through sonication of the samples,
which allowed us to obtain reliable concentration data (see
Methods). For the upper part of the record, larger (smaller) particles
are generally observed during warm (cold) periods, as reflected by the
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variability in the fine particle percentage (FPP)12, which is highest
during the two last glacial periods. The advection of dust to central
Antarctica involves the high levels of the troposphere and the small
changes in dust size may reflect changes in the altitude of transport
and thus transport time12. Higher FPP values in glacial times have
been ultimately attributed to increased isolation of Dome C during
glacials, in terms of reduced dust transport associated with greater
subsidence12 or possibly through baroclinic eddies.

Comparing dust and stable isotope (dD) profiles, there is a signifi-
cant correlation during glacial periods (Fig. 2), and up to 90% of the
dust variability can be explained by the temperature variations. In
glacial periods, most of the dD events (for example, Antarctic
Isotopic Maxima) have their counterparts in the dust data shown
by a reduction of dust concentrations. In contrast, dust and temper-
ature records are not correlated during interglacial periods (Fig. 2).
Indeed, the (logarithmic) relationship between dust flux and dD can
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Figure 1 | EDC dust data in comparison with other climatic indicators.
a, Stable isotope (dD) record from the EPICA Dome C (EDC) ice core8 back
to Marine Isotopic Stage 20 (EDC3 timescale) showing Quaternary
temperature variations in Antarctica. b, Vostok dust flux record (Coulter
counter) plotted on its original timescale11. c, EDC dust flux records. Red
and grey lines represent, respectively, Coulter counter (55-cm to 6-m
resolution) and laser-scattering data (55-cm mean). Numbers indicate

Marine Isotopic Stages. Note that the vertical extent of the scales of b and c is
larger than for the other records. d, EDC dust size data expressed as FPP (see
Methods). The orange and grey curves represent measurements by Coulter
counter (2-kyr mean) and laser (1-kyr mean), respectively. e, Marine
sediment d18O stack18, giving the pattern of global ice volume. f, Magnetic
susceptibility stack record for Chinese loess17 (normalized).
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Figure 2 | EDC correlation between dust and temperature. Linear plot of
dust flux (black) and the coefficient of determination r2 (blue) between the
high-pass filtered values (18-kyr cut-off) of both the dD and the logarithmic
values of dust flux. The correlation was determined using 2-kyr mean values

in both records and a gliding 22-kyr window. Correlations above r2 5 0.27
(dashed line) are significant at a 95% confidence level. Numbers indicate the
marine isotopic glacial stages.
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The glacial dust cycle: summary

• during LGM: 3- to 5-fold increase of dust cycle intensity (global value)

• about 1/2 - 2/3 of glacial increase in dust emissions might be caused by the 
increased wind strength during the LGM

• about 1/3 - 1/2 of the glacial dust emissions might stem from glacial-only 
source regions (change of glacial vegetation cover)

• mineral dust aerosol might be responsible for about 1/4 of the glacial 
temperature cooling in the (sub)tropical low latitudes

• in higher northern latitudes these radiative effects are minor as compared to 
radiative changes caused by the glacial ice sheet

• model simulations with marine biogeochemistry models reveal that the glacial 
atmospheric CO2 concentration may have been decreased by up to 40-50ppm

• it seems unlikely that glacial dust input into the oceans is the only reason for 
the observed total glacial-interglacial CO2-reduction of ~80-100 ppm



8th lecture:
Dust and Vegetation

(glacial dust increase, iron fertilisation, radiative forcing, vegetation and aridity)

Climate System II 
(Winter 2021/2022)

End of lecture.

Slides available at:
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